MAX KOPPEL & SONS IN NORDLINGEN

reminiscence of a formerly well-known natural stéaetory

narrated by Rolf Hofmann - English version Yeshuda Schenef

Max Koppel was born in 1840 at Kleinerdlingen, aaimillage next to the former Imperial City of Niiingen,
as son of the modest living master glazier Josepppkl. In 1868 he advertised for the purchase afdshof
glass in the local newspaper. Until early 1870s Mappel continued the business of his father. Ciwatxdy at
this time he may have dealt with the glass indusfr§riirth near Nuremberg and realized that the ggp®f
cutting and polishing of glass had much in commdh the processing of the surfaces of natural sone

Thus Max Koppel soon had an incipient interestdalgure and in the processing of natural stone &#rliest
known head stones designed by him are from 1871thiernearby Jewish cemetery of Pflaumloch, another
example from 1875 at the new Jewish grave yardugshurg. In either instance he used rather singidstone
easy to work with without extensive machinery. Asasive Koppel used sand from Wérnitz River.

Bavarian natural stone industry during the 1900s

Max Koppel obviously had a sense of occasion tdizeeaand anticipate the revolutionary developmeht o
industrial stone processinglso King Ludwig | of Bavaria already had showrenaist for. The king repeatedly
visited the granite quarries at Fichtelgebirge a@ag in contact with Erhard Ackermann, a renowneargman
and owner of a granite quarry at Weissenstadt, déwt extensively with the development of machifers
extremely hard stone like granite, until then andilp processed by hand only.

Ackermann with his self developed machines laid fdwendation for the Bavarian stone industry on angr
scale. King Ludwig | commissioned him with the puotion of granite columns for the Hall of Liberati@t
Kelheim ("Befreiungshalle"), which round-cut wasby hand anymore but already by grinder machinaschv
to the development of stone industry was addechbyirtcreasingly dense railway network, tracing backhe
"King Ludwig Railroad".

The foundation of the German Empire in 1871 alsatriouted a share to the development of the nagtoale
industry, not at least because France had lostvdreand was forced to settle enormously high refmara
payments to Germany. The following “Founding Petibdought along a building boom within the German
Empire with a huge number of pompous industriabpes, chateau like factory buildings and grand usbiidas
which characteristics were fastidiously featureghffe elements made of natural stone. The Empire sadind
grasp of contemporary developments and demonstititeden in opulent splendor. From that benefited t
natural stone industry and since 1898 also the lmagbanite and syenite processing works of Koppel.

After promising early success in 1876 Koppel esshbd in Nordlingen at Kammgasse B 76 (now Kamssiga
5) near Berger Gate with his partner Abraham Mehas sculptor and stone mason. In addition to absione

for construction works of all kind Koppel and Metgi made highbrow grave monuments. When Mehring in
1880 died at the early age of 57, Koppel contintlesl business with some helpmates. One of them was
Hieronymus Miller, born 20uly 1863 in Utzmemmingen, who started as an apipeenf Koppel. In 1895 he
became an independent stone mason in Utzmemmingerevihe died on 2August 1929, a couple of weeks
after he had chosen Vohenstein Castle as retirenmné. His great-granddaughter Karin Miiller urgday in
2011 operates the family business in its fourthegation. She is one of the few female master-magorss
profession that is actually still essentially a enalomain. The traditional designed monument of dreat-
grandfather still exists and highlights the cemetafr Utzmemmingen. It is the most beautiful amoagdomly
shaped grave markers that now have come into vagcemeteries everywhere.



Max Koppel makes a fortune

Koppel's natural stone business in Nordlingen waisegsuccessful from the beginning, probably beeaafsa
close cooperation with contractor Carl Heuchel firdingen, since with grave stones alone it waspusssible
to make a fortune. The main business essentially thva manufacture of custom-made components ofalatu
stone for the construction industry. Once impleredninothing indicated the origin of those composiemt
contrary to the tomb stones with the “Koppel” sigma engraved. From 1885 the number of head stbpes
Koppel at the Jewish cemetery of Augsburg increasetsiderably. Until today the markers of blackrste
stone with sophisticated engraved gold letterirggimpressing. Due to the fact that Jewish grav@siteording
to religious laws in general may not be terminatedny grave monuments with the “Koppel” signatuearb
witness on the skills and virtuosity of the Koppesonry.

Notable in this context also are the five largechsines at the center of the Jewish cemetery dieWseein, the
“Rabbi graves” as they are called in the vernaculdich at the base have the signature of Max Kbipee of
these tomb stones is that of the Rabbi David WejsisWwho died in 1888. He was the last head of #mevable
district rabbinate of Wallerstein. The assessméthese monuments by stonemason Karl Loffler ofdiiigen
was that they were made of Rosenheim granite, estiome from the area of Rosenheim, which becau#s of
fine grained structure was easy to process, butlawat be polished. For work pieces of this king thaterial
today is no longer used.

Max Koppel's sons became active business partners

Max Koppel was lucky because his two sons Emil Badid engaged in his business. At least one of the
brothers, probably Emil, could have received higoation at the "State College for Stone Processivigth in
1886 was established in the Bohemian town of Saubgdow Supikovice in Czechia), which in German
speaking countries was of central importance fertthining of stone masons. Since 1890 both somkadawith
their father at a humble workshop near Berger GAtmut 1897 plans were made for a factory outside
Lopsinger Gate right behind the railroad gate. Thasiderable extent of the construction suggests Max
Koppel and his sons at this time already were wegllete with orders.

The buildings were designed by architect Max Gaelo in the 1880s already had drawn the plans fer th
synagogue of Nordlingen. The plant was conductettaalitional brick construction by Carl Heuchele tlocal
constructor who also in the future had “Max KopfeBons” as supplier of natural stones. When thédimgs
were accomplished Max Koppel ceded the daily bssine his sons.

Amagzing technical details of the construction plans

Original historic construction plans of the Koppiettory show amazing details. A great number ofetsaws,
grinding and polishing machines were powered byears engine moving a transmission linkage and égath
belts. A tall chimney was a visible token of thamil activities. Separated from the wet working ames the
section of the stonecutters who were occupied thighelaboration of the shaping. As connector inbetwwas
the administration building with the managementceff the engraving shop and the forge at grounat fiax
Koppel lived upstairs and after he had passed &gason Emil with wife and daughter moved in.

A natural stone factory of this size was somettipgcial for Nérdlingen and correspondingly praisgdthe
magistrate of the city. With some 40 to 60 emplsyeppel ran one of the largest businesses in hjyeth. In
1900 in the course of the Trade Exhibition of Navgkn, as duly noted in a report of the German Boul
Journal, Koppel's factory found sympathetic consitien by His Royal Highness Prince Ludwig of Baaar
The medals acquired at the exhibition as well & dhes Koppel received in 1906 at the Nuremberglera
Exhibition were effective in advertising. The Nuteeng exhibition commemorated the centennial of the
Bavarian Kingdom. For Koppel this exhibition wagj@od opportunity to gain country-wide attention fos
factory, however economically his participation dint pay out.



Railway siding with the Bavarian State Railroad

The immediate connection of “Max Koppel & Sons”wihe railroad system of the Bavarian State Railnoas
very useful in order to supply customers throughsomithern Germany. Weighty components this waydcbel
brought directly by narrow-gauge wagons to thegfmeicars of the State Railroad and transferred rapes.
Using the railway at this time also was necessadyfavorable since back then the usual transpohdsge and
cart at generally poor road conditions was a higk for fragile natural stones. The wording of thgilding
application from 1897 directed to the Royal Sta@ilMRgy Board in Augsburg was due to the fact of the
outstanding authority of the institution in a ratlodedient tone, but then again Koppel also poimtedvery
confidently that he expected an annual transpdume of some 120 carloads. An overview of the Kadmbent
provides a depiction from 1910 by lithographer With Zeitrdg of Nordlingen. His bird’s eye perspeeti
shows technical details and also an extensiveggtashstill unprocessed natural stones at an opesita

Grave monuments of black syenite

The black head stones with golden lettering knowamf many cemeteries often mistakenly are referoedst
“black marble”. However the stone actually is syenan extremely hard and difficult to process priynrock,
which is even harder than granite and at this fionemost parts was imported from Sweden. Syeniteecan
blocks and was sawn in swing frame saws for slaios dates. The sawing was performed by toothless ir
blades. As cutting granulate carborundum (silicarbitle) powder was used which in hardness was asirtol
diamond and was discovered only in 1890 by Edwaodd&ich Acheson in the USA when he tried to make
artificial diamonds. Nevertheless then it took selelays to saw through a block of syenite, whalayoa
diamond saw does in a few hours. Back then thersaraine was running without interruption and a itaist

in charge had to provide the cut surface with cabdum as well as with cooling water round the kloc

Head stones from Koppel were from finest qualityl atill exist in large numbers at Jewish cemeteiies
Southern Germany, for instance in Augsburg, Munikttitemberg, Ingolstadt and at Jewish cemeteriegnaro
Nordlingen. Just in Augsburg there still are 13@detones with the Koppel signature. Grave markegrs
Koppel also can be found in Stuttgart, in Schopfl§Eranconia) and at Neustadt an der Saale, where M
Koppel's daughter Henriette married the manufact@to Isidor Franken, what obviously allowed tdivkr
the local Jewish cemetery, which was established8@®7. Henriette Frank died in 1927 age 60. Hervgra
marker still exists as well as 27 others with tigmature of Koppel.

First-class machinery from Emil Offenbacher

For further processing the stone plates were chfr@m the saw to the workshops with grinding amtighing
machines, where the plates were treated lengthycanefully, much of it however finally hand-made .o
chisels were sharpened continuously in a sepatatkdmith shop, and in the engraving shop the eraat
gilded inscriptions on the grave stones were cced@g quality and size with its extensive equipmehinodern
machinery Koppel's industrial plant for the Nordjan region and beyond was of exceptional importance

A floor plan with a detailed list of all machines the building, which survived in the archives loé tuilding
department of Nordlingen, proves that the basidpegent was supplied by the renowned engineeringsvof
Emil Offenbacher in Marktredwitz (Upper Franconiggpecially impressive are the joint-grinding amdighing
machines. Emil Offenbacher also produced importanborundum grinding and cutting discs for the pssing
of natural stones, of which he had received seyetEnts. Offenbacher started his machine factayral 1885
and from that time until 1920 he supplied the Kdpperks in Nordlingen with all necessary machined #ools
for stone processing, especially with carborunduimding wheels. This follows from the shipping ditery as
well as from a letter of thanks from Koppel to Qifiacher.

The Offenbacher machine factory in the 1920s becammjor global manufacturer of machines for staneé
glass processing. In 1937 Emil Offenbacher immegtadt the age of 74 with wife Sadie and daughtda to@
New York City. His wife died there in 1941, he hilfsdied in 1962 just months before his hundredtthbay.
His firm in Marktredwitz was sold in 1940 to Heicdhi Fickert and after a number of ups and downsytad¢he
year of 2011 still exists under the name “Fickert\V&interling”. The firm still has the same spectrwh



products, however of course computer-controlletiighest technical level. The historical factorylBinigs of
Offenbacher do no longer exist, since they werdaoggl by modern manufacturing facilities. Therens
substantial memory to Emil Offenbacher and hisdigctin Marktredwitz; however a still existing shipg
register and a machinery catalogue from 1902 haveadth of details and a historical view of thetfay.

Successful business operations until World War One

The time until World War One certainly was of greabnomical importance for the industrial compahyhe
Koppel brothers Emil and David. Both referred terttselves rather as “marble goods manufacturersi’ &éisa
“masons”, likewise their father Max understood rethas “sculptor”. Probably Emil Koppel was in cbarfor
craftsmanship issues, and he also was fellow amsess mason journeyman exams of the Chamber of
Handicrafts in Nordlingen. David was likely in cgarfor commercial and logistical requirements.

The demand for natural stone in the constructiclustry was great, as the establishment of a brambtunich

in the proximity of the old Jewish cemetery in 1%Hows. The Munich based transactions were manged
Koppel's agent Max Guggenheim who was born in Ibhesen. For the most part marble, granite and t&yeni
was processed. The wide range of offers includedpbete shop fittings (for instance for hairdresgevall
coverings of all kind, table tops for restaurantsl dars, technical switch panel mountings, staid ather
components for the construction industry and thss particular high quality grave monuments affdaidaonly
for wealthier clients. At the old Jewish cemeterfy Munich there still are some thirty large sizedagr
monuments with a Koppel signature on them.

Labor dispute at Max Koppel & Sons

In 1906 Koppel participated at the Bavarian SEatkibition in Nuremberg, which was launched to bed¢e the
centennial anniversary of the Bavarian Kingdom. Tdeal newspaper in Noérdlingen reflects this evarttat the
same time mentions a strike by the Koppel syeniésans in response to the changeover from hourlyewag
payment on piece rates, what inevitably resultemidne strain and loss of wages for the workers.

Nordlingen city archive has some information ahibet dispute in the inventory of the local Commédr€aurt.

At the beginning of November 1906 the Koppel conypardered the changeover for stone workers frontlizou
wage to piecework. Affected from the decision weleven men who refused to accept the new rulingesihey
assumed it as unfavorable shortage of their safdirpf them got laid off. Mentioned by name aathime were
the workers Johann Moll and Johann Schautz as aglthe power house mate Christian Wiedemann,
additionally Balthas Neher, Samuel Hohberger, \Wi&Gohill, Hanns Schurrer, Ferdinand Breitsamerediich
Vogelgsang, Georg Wald and Karl Rollwagen.

The case was brought up before the CommercialtCatiere critical issues were discussed in detaiisong
others a piecework opinion by the granite stonegiming mill company "Franke & Reul" in Kirchemtétz at

the Fichtelgebirge mountain range (northern Bayanehich aim was to underline the legal demand of
piecework salary. One argument was that the previmle of hourly wage payment tempted some of the
workers to laziness and improper work.

The workers on the other hand found support byGbeman Stoneworker Union. Finally the dispute wetes]

by Balthasar Ritter von Reiger, the chairman of @wenmercial Court. The workers now had to accepbrap
moderately decreased demand for piecework. Regartli@ settlement of the piecework there now was an
extensive catalogue of all conceivable shapes aofilgs of stone processing which thus inevitaldg ko an
equally large bureaucratic overhead when repottiagperformance of the stone workers.

The controversy of 1906 had been only one of séwdris kind. Already in 1903 the stone workersnhed
tools because of deteriorating working conditiofise employer frowned upon a membership at the Aston
of German Stonemasons, occasionally there even theeats of notice. Also in 1911 and 1914 thereewer
strikes. Repeatedly the situation had worsendaalty when workers of the Koppel firm outside tfaetory
gates intercepted jobseekers and warned them agaipkying. The workers complained of "starvatioages"
at extremely harsh working conditions at Koppebstbry. Of course it was not everybody’s taste xpose



oneself 10-12 hours a day to the noise, cold artdofvgrinding and polishing workshops. Eventualter all
strikes, unavoidably they agreed. Jobs in ruradsere essential and thus the workers necessaritgnted to
accept lower payment. Some people left and chattesd luck elsewhere. The harsh demeanor of thepkbp
brothers at these times seemed to appear somewhatFactory owners elsewhere in the German Empire
seemed to understand the advantages of takingfoarthe social needs of the workers. Social peawt a
satisfaction increased the quality of the prodacis thus benefited the reputation of the company

The Oettingen-Spielberg vault in Oettingen

A very special order for Koppel was the productand delivery of syenite plates for the vault of frncely
House of Oettingen-Spielberg in the Crypt Churclogttingen (today next to the local museum). Oneéyalver

4 in 1911 hereditary Prince Moritz Richard of Qeggn-Spielberg, son of Prince Albrecht of Oettingen
Spielberg, died at early age of 26 in Munich. Dauepace restrictions, the expansion of the cryst mexessary.
The construction work was done by contractor Calithel. The syenite plates sealing the grave chambere
made by Koppel, including the gilded inscriptiontbe grave cover plate of hereditary Priferitz Richard.

A strange coincidence at the Princely Archive athideg Castle brought to light a bill of costs fré¢oppel for
the work at the crypt in Oettingen from 1912, whadko mentions stone mason helper Gégelein. Fidige@in
was born in 1882 in Wiedelbach near Dinkelsbuhl.gdemarried in 1907 and moved with his wife Bapett
Nordlingen, where he held a position at "Max KopgeSons" until the end of the company in 1935. 814
Fritz Gogelein acquired a house at Basteigasseh&renhe lived until his death in 1963, while hiewhad
already died in 1936. When Gdogelein had left Koppelfound another job with stonemasons Gottlob +
Hermann Loffler in Nordlingen until he retired imet 1950s.

The War of 1914 — 1918

At the outbreak of the war against France in Sep&ri914 the whole German population with the etioamf
leftwing part of the Social Democratic Party wagtgenthusiastic. The people took up arms raptuydaeking
forward to have the enemy defeated until Christmaghich had proven fallacious. The fury of “modern”
attrition warfare (the first one in grey unifornmstead of the picturesque colorful coat of old dayith all of its
terrible brutality and previously unknown killingachines such as tanks, planes, poison gas shettadtine
guns was not anticipated.

Military industry on all sides triumphed at the gariof all who suffered on the battlefields. Alsorkers from
the Koppel factory moved to the front and of couestuced the production volume. Even David Kopjeisk!f
went to war (photos show him in crisp uniform anccombat) where in 1918 at the Western Front harbeca
British prisoner of war. Only two years later heswaleased from captivity and returned to Nérdimge

An even more tragic fate had suffered Christianhkct, a native from nearby Ldpsingen, who worked a
Koppel's company as syenite polisher mate and ¢y @un 1918 died in combat as “hero for emperod an
fatherland”. He was buried in Petit-Rombach nealkivigh in Alsace next to Sélestat (Schlettstad@rikMayer
from Kleinerdlingen, another stone grinder from tkeppel company, on March 25 in 1918 was mortally
wounded by shelling and was laid to rest at thétamyl cemetery of Mulsach in Lorraine (now Moussmar
Sarrebourg). Sympathetic obituaries in the newspayg NoOrdlingen underline the tragedy of unexpécte
victims of war.

The euphoria of the first weeks of the war meamsvhihd turned into deep sorrow of the families comed.
Also “Max Koppel & Sons” recalled its employeesldd in the war with newspaper ads. Besides allvibe
events also the death of the founder of the compasybemoaned. Max Koppel had died on AprilllI917 at
age 77 in Nordlingen. Also Max Gaab who had onempéd the Koppel factory had died. As a veterathef
1870 war he wanted to make his contribution toamati defense. He didn't die on the battlefieldibw hospital
in Noerdlingen. His grave still exists at Emmeragbcemetery.



The ladies at Koppel's office

Another personal story derived in 2011 from a ealthe local Nordlingen newspaper. About 1915 & &5
Julie Bub from Nordlingen started her apprentigesttithe Koppel company, after she had spend @ircayear

at the trade school in Ulm. Her daughter Martha &tefpnce owner of Meyer cardealershop at Wemdinger
Strasse) still recalls many episodes her mothertbladher from her time at Koppel's factory. Senpartner
Max Koppel was a devout Jew, perfectly shaped amuect, just an old school patriarch and generally
appreciated by the workers. His son David Koppehéw@r was quite different, agile and very demanding
towards his employees and workers. From Fridayrradtn with the onset of the Shabbat all his busines
activities rested until the end of the weekly haljicon Saturday evening, when the ladies in the®ffeluctantly
had to carry out some extra writings.

Typewriters were used at the Koppel company onlgrahe First World War. Handwriting was regarded a
more favorable and customer pleasing. After the tivareconomic conditions were so bad that "Max Kabigp
Sons" had to reduce their staff. Thus Julie Bui921 left for the Sparkasse (savings bank) in Nidgeh,
where she was employed by intercession of banlctdird &mmerer's wife, who years earlier also hadked
for Koppel. At the office now only Friedel Hilsentdedid the daily paperwork. A photograph from 19ftken
by David Koppel's son Justin, shows the two offedies.

The 1920s and the death of David Koppel

The war between 1914 and 1918 and the social tlrtmeieafter caused an economic crisis in the "Garm
Reich". In 1917 Max Koppel had died, who not onlgsathe founder but also the driving force of thepany.
He left a painful gap. Unlike some war profiteerdig business and high finance the majority ofgbpulation
after the war had become extremely poor. Also K8ppetural stone company now had to face hard gime
since the demand for all kind of their productslied. Additionally there also were more and mortfieial
stones on the market which were much cheaper tdupmin large extends and would replace naturalestin
buildings. After a brief business upturn in the nhiebnties followed the time of the Great Depressidier
"Black Friday" in 1929. Since then only a few stdaden freight cars moved to customers at othezeglabut
the railway connection was still maintained. Abd®30 a number of grave markers for the new cemetery
Nuremberg were delivered. However, since 1933 thetaally were no more deliveries.

Comforting for Emil Koppel in social respects prblyawas the fact that he still was assessor ajaheyman
examination board of the Chamber of HandicraftdNordlingen, along with another local stone masomdHa
Ubelacker as master assessor. From 1929 thereesidits the original journeyman certificate of Harm
Loffler, signed by Emil Koppel and Hans UbelackBrave markers at the cemetery of Emmeransberg tstilhy
remind of Hans Ubelacker. His simple house nethéocemetery with the workshop, built in 1883 by faither,
today has a florist shop. It is likely that Kopjaeld Ubelacker had a good collegial relationship.

On May 3 in 1934 David Koppel died at his compaitg 1 presence of his employee the marble grinder
Ludwig Grasschopp, who announced the decease #&idhkregistry office. According to the opinion ofie of
David Koppel's grandchildren he already might hdneen seriously ill for some time. The death of Davi
Koppel loomed the inevitable end of the companltte more so because his widow and her sons couldn
foresee any future for a Jewish business in Namiidated "German Reich". They therefore pushedHersale

of the Koppel company's land with its buildings atdictures.

The liguidation was carried out by Hans Karreraanountant from Nordlingen. The quest for prospesets not
very successful. Finally in 1935 David Koppel'sriseapplied for compulsory auction and the ownerstafe
factory “Steinacker & Hartmann”, until then in Ve Gerbergasse, as only bidder won the auctioms $bme
forty jobs for shoe workers were created, a boanttie city in economically difficult times. The extsions
needed for the purposes of the shoe factory wenelumied by contractor Carl Heuchel, the same cognpan
which in 1898 had erected the original buildingse Tailway siding was removed as it was no longeded.



What happened to the machinery and the stone iomeft

As a result of the downturn of Koppel's businestviies it may be assumed that the large stoneksts well

as the machinery had been gradually dismantled ye@rs and acquired by other stone processing auegpa
One specific reference interestingly comes fromriten statement on the outcome of the foreclosifréhe
Koppel factory in spring 1935. It mentions theimiaf master bricklayer Ignatz Abele of Ebnat (bedw Aalen
and Neresheim), who claimed two saw gates in théngaroom, as well as of the water basin on thd soml a
drilling machine. Another claim was asserted by thell-known natural stone dealer Karl Bergmann of
Weissenstadt (Fichtelgebirge), who apparently hads@d used machinery to the Koppel company, which
however was not paid so far or was only at loan.

In question were two grinding machines with a mo&mother two older grinders, a carborundum saglvjling
machine, an iron wagon with carborundum wheel aadsmission, finally a workshop stove with pipesrlK
Bergmann’s same-named son in his 1948 dissertatiofThe Granite Industry of the Fichtelgebirge” cidised
the essentials of granite stone quarrying and gsieg as an industrial sector which flourishedhsy tse of the
railroads supported by the Bavarian Royal Admiaisbin.

It is quite certain that Max Koppel from the bedim was in close connection with the stone proogssi
companies in the Fichtelgebirge region. One ofstise workers, Samuel Hohberger, was the son tdree s

mason from Schwarzenbach (Fichtelgebirge). In #20% Hohberger settled as self employed stone niason
Nordlingen, where he died in 1963. His workshop nest to the cemetery at Emmeransberg.

The tragic end of Emil Koppel

The inevitable breakup of his life’s work certairthad been very difficult for Emil Koppel, all theome so
because he also had to give up his apartment imdh&nistration building of the Koppel factory ahdd to
move to Reimlinger Strasse 9 (in the house of bmo&sSommer at Reimlinger Gate). From this timeethstill

exist another two grave markers at the Jewish aametf Augsburg with the “Koppel" signature. It théore

might have been that Emil Koppel still had someeosdo carry out. When in 1940 all Jews in Norddindpad to
scrape together in so called “houses for Jews'tderoto prepare their deportation, Emil Koppel agmhed the
sad end of his life.

Already in previous years he had suffered greatlynfthe harassment of the Napivernment. At latest they had
taken away everything what had a meaning to hieluding all securities, even his silver ware ansl \uatch.

Most of all he was hurt from the ostracism by tberisfolk of N6érdlingen, who mostly cut him on thieegt

when he was passing. Only his housekeeper Marthell&pf remained devoted to the last.

Emil Koppel died lonely and mortified on Novemb& ia 1941. Leastwise this way he was spared thel tate

of deportation. His wife Sophie already had died @14, his daughter Hedwig had married Siegfriditfin
Burggreppach and had emigrated early enough tcafRallexas (USA), where Siegfried called himselfdFre
Plaut and established himself as jeweler. Frombislengings of her father Hedwig received nothingce
everything got "lost" through official channels. EnKoppel's grave marker at the Jewish cemetery of
Nordlingen, set up by his daughter after World Wais kept as modest as that of his brother DaVithat a
contrast to the elaborately decorated grave montiafgheir parents Max and Peppi Koppel from betitaes

However, the simplicity of their own grave markatso reflects accurately the lifestyle of the besthDavid
and Emil Koppel who did not flaunt their statusfa€tory owners. They had no mansion and also nisHav
lifestyle. This was rather atypical at the timeeafthe war against France was won in 1871 and rthelggmed
German Empire experienced a tremendous boom, edigeprofitable for all kinds of entrepreneurs. The
Koppel brothers however came from humble beginnimgd felt connected to these modest conditionsafor
lifetime. Emil Koppel lived at the factory compourabove the office; his brother David had a smathise
detached house outside Lopsinger Gate in closehineibood to livestock dealer Heinrich Guldmann from
Harburg. There was no further kind of luxury



David Koppel's widow Jenny in 1934 moved to her strbert in Hamburg where he was working for the
music publishing house “Benjamin & Company”, asga@s it was possible to do so for Jews. Jenny Klagipd

in Hamburg already the following year, and she alss buried at the Jewish cemetery of Noérdlingeme T
memorial plate of her tombstone still exists, b@amwhile lies on the ground. Jenny's sons Justinhéit and
Kurt managed to outmigrate timely to Tenerife amel United States.

What might bring the future to the Koppel factory ?

In 2011 much of the still existing factory struaunf “Max Koppel & Sons” reminds of the once progmih
natural stone company. After 1935 there was the $hctory “Steinacker & Hartmann” until in 2010 ttreeater
project “Schauspielmanufaktur” by Nico Jilka fouadtemporary home. Now a housing project is on iy w
preserving most of the historical buildings. ThuaXxMKoppel and his sons hopefully will not fall iblivion.



